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This lecture explores the distinctive architectural features of Polonnaruwa period structures found 

within the inner city or the citadel, focusing on three key areas: the Tooth Relic Square, the 

Parakramabahu palace precinct, and the Nissanka Malla palace precinct. Highlighting some of the 

finest examples of historical building types and landscaped settings—such as the Watadage, brick-

vaulted image houses, Council chambers, and Water gardens—the lecture offers insight into the urban 

and royal fabric of the ancient capital. Based on a comprehensive documentation project conducted in 

the mid-1990s, and a recently published book by the University of Moratuwa, this presentation brings 

to light the architectural legacy and cultural significance of Polonnaruwa’s inner city remains. 

 

 

 
 

 

Professor D.P. Chandrasekara is an academic at Department of Architecture, University of Moratuwa 

with over 30 years of teaching experience. He has authored and co-authored several books on Historic 

Architecture, Heritage and Housing. Currently he is the vice-president of National Trust Sri Lanka. 

 
The National Trust – Sri Lanka conducts monthly lectures generally on the last working Thursday of each month. The lectures 

are open to the members and the general public. 

 

Further information can be obtained from the Trust Office Tel.0112682730/ 0719566929


