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Landscaped Garden Complex of Ranmasu Uyana, Anuradhapura
By Eng (Dr.) Chandana Jayawardana

The 140th session of the monthly Lecture series of the National Trust will be delivered online on
Thursday 25" November 2021 at 6.00 pm

LINK: Will follow: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595091181

Heritage sites are in a constant process of re-interpretation by various stakeholders. The act of attaching
meaning to a site does not occur in a vacuum but is influenced by broader heritage context. Different
stakeholders give different interpretations to the same heritage property, depending on their exposure to the
relevant field of subject. On the other hand, understanding on certain aspects of a site at the expense of other
aspects, can vary with each interpretation and each interpreter.

The Ran-masu Uyana, part of the royal pleasure garden at Anuradhapura has been noted as a prime example
of landscaped garden complex in ancient Sri Lanka, carrying multi-faceted heritage values. Dominated by a
series of ponds and a water conveying network fed by the Tissaveva, the site provides versatile field for
understanding Sri Lanka’s ancient hydraulic technology utilized for water sports and other pleasure activities.
Despite the site’s historical and archaeological values, the salient features of the water system promote Ran-
masu Uyana to stand among the global heritage forums. This presentation aims at addressing this multi-
faceted nature of the Ran-masu Uyana as a heritage site, by revisiting there.

Eng. (Dr) Chandana Jayawardana, earned his first degree in electrical engineering (Moratuwa) followed by
MTech (OUSL) and MA (BPU). He earned his PhD (Kelaniya) researching on the validity of Buddhist
Commentaries as a source material in exploring History of Science and Technology in Sri Lanka, and particularly
in South Asian regions in general. After 26 years as a practicing engineer, Dr. Jayawardana is now attached to
the Faculty of Engineering Technology of The Open University, Sri Lanka as a Senior Lecturer. Dr. Jayawardana
is a Charted Electrical Engineer, and also a member of the Institute of Engineering and Technology, UK. He
serves as Vice President of the Royal Asiatic Society and also a member of several forums related to the history
of science and technology.

The National Trust — Sri Lanka conducts monthly lectures on the last Thursday of each month at 6.00 pm.
The lectures are open to the members and the public. The HNB Sustainability Foundation is the principal
sponsor of the events of the National Trust — Sri Lanka.

Further information can be obtained from the Trust Office Tel 2682730 / 0777397403

Website: https://thenationaltrust.lk/news/ Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
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