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The National Trust—Sri Lanka 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2024/25 

Dr. Sarala Fernando 

 

It is with mixed feelings that I present this report on National Trust activities for the 

year November 2024—November 2025. Taking over from Ismeth Raheem, Professor 

Nimal de Silva had functioned as our President from November 2024 until his sudden 

passing away in May 2025.  One of the founders of the National Trust, Professor Nimal 

was a tower of knowledge and goodwill, who will be missed by us all.  He was looking 

forward to special celebrations this year as the Trust completes 20 years. 

 

As President-elect, I had to take over these responsibilities at a time of major change for 

the National Trust when the Trust office had to be relocated from the PGIAR at their 

request, to the new premises at the Sri Lanka Association for the Advancement of 

Science (SLAAS). Consequent to the relocation, the Trust has made a donation of Rs 

150,000 to the PGIAR to mark our understanding of the present economic crisis and 

pledged to continue extending our programs and projects to its students and the library 

in the future. Thanks to the cooperation of all the Trustees led by Professor Dhammika 

Chandrasekara, Senior Vice President and the dedication of office manager Mrs. Zeena 

Perera, the relocation was done swiftly, and the new office began to function almost 

immediately in much better surroundings and facilities. I specially acknowledge the 

assistance of Dr. Kanag-Isvaran, former President of the National Trust, who gave 

invaluable and speedy advice on the legal position, while checking the letters and 
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documents signed at this time. I also thank our Secretary General, Dr. Vijith 

Kannangara, who took over from Dr. Nilan Cooray in May 2024, supported by Professor 

Enoka Corea, who was appointed as Asst. Secretary General from July 2025 filling the 

vacancy of Jayatissa Herath. 

 

The Trustees have given priority to carrying out the new projects initiated by Professor 

Nimal de Silva as part of the anniversary celebrations of the National Trust, such as the 

competition for Intangible Heritage Publications in all three languages, the awards for 

which will be made in November. The Trustees will also take forward Professor Nimal’s 

wish to publish a series of Sinhala language books on recording vanishing heritage, 

whether in printed form or online. 

 

On behalf of the Trust, I wish to thank the numerous speakers who have addressed us at 

the monthly lecture programs on the last Thursday of the month.  Lectures were held 

regularly during the period January 2024-November 2025, at times with very short 

notice, some of which events also enabled the speakers to publicize their new books and 

offer them to the audience at a special price. 

 

The Trust continues to organize its popular excursions led by one or more of the 

Trustees, such as in September 2024, when the Trust organized a one-day excursion to 

heritage sites in Kurunegala led by Professor Chandrasekara and Prof. Manawadu, 

which was received with enthusiasm by the members. In April 2025, the Trust organized 

a two-day excursion to Ruhuna, led by Professor Nimal de Silva and Professor 

Chandrasekara, assisted by Trustees Professor Enoka Corea and Luxshmanan Nadaraja 
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which was appreciated by the many participants. Following the recent lecture on 

Polonnaruwa by Professor Chandrasekara, there were many requests for the Trust to 

organize an excursion to this historic site, which is now planned for the first quarter of 

2026. 

 

I must take this opportunity also to thank the Scientific Committee currently chaired by 

Trustee Dr. Kavan Ratnatunga and its secretary, Prasad Fonseka for initiating and 

following up on the publications in the pipeline.  A new book in the National Trust 

Prestigious Volumes series, on The Story of Furniture in Sri Lanka by Ayesha Abdul 

Rahman has gone to print and is likely to be released in early December 2025.  Two 

books also in the Prestigious Volumes series on Lighthouses and Irrigation Works are 

nearing finalization and expected to go to print in 2026. Any offer of sponsorship for the 

printing of these forthcoming publications will be welcome. 

 

I also thank the Management Committee for their continuing assistance throughout the 

year to the Trust office, managing the finances, updating the website and ensuring 

compliance with the changes in the legal and tax regulations. Trustee Dhammika 

Siriwardene is specially thanked for supervising on a daily basis the payments and 

accounts of the Trust office and overseeing the audit requirements. 

 

Finally, some mention of the Special Projects, some initiated in 2024 and carried over to 

2025, which include the distribution of the Schroeder gift of valuable Buddhist heritage 

publications and planning for the Kitting Murals exhibition in Galle. 
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I would like to conclude these brief remarks by stating that my Presidency will be very 

much a team effort in which each and every one of the Trustees has been called upon to 

assume some responsibility so that going forward we will build a strong and sustainable 

organization. While our prime focus is on recording the island’s vanishing heritage, both 

tangible and intangible, we should make every effort to maintain the financial viability 

of the National Trust, of which the backbone has been our publications. These 

publications are kept at a low cost by deliberate policy in order to have the maximum 

public outreach, and we are thankful to the support extended by our members in this 

regard. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to inform that all AGM documents presented today will be placed 

on the NT website. Members will be invited to send in their comments or observations 

in writing. The November monthly lecture will have three parts, the reading of the AGM 

documents to the members, which will be followed by the Award Ceremony for 

publications on Intangible Heritage and thereafter our tribute to the founder, the 

Roland Silva Memorial Lecture. 

 

 Dr. Sarala Fernando 

President       

30th October 2025 
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The National Trust—Sri Lanka 
 

SECRETARY GENERAL’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2024 

Dr. Vijith Kannangara 

 

President, 

Trustees, 

Members of The National Trust – Sri Lanka, 

 

It is my pleasure to present the report on the activities and programs of The National Trust 

Sri Lanka for the year ended 31st December 2024. 

 

I am pleased to record that at the year-end we had a strong body of 926 members, 

including 297 Life Members (figures include members who are yet to renew their 

subscriptions). The steady increase in membership reflects the growing recognition of the 

Trust’s work in the protection and promotion of the tangible and intangible heritage of Sri 

Lanka. 

 

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 

The year commenced with the conclusion of the Edward Atkinson Hornel photographic 

exhibition series, with the final events held in Galle and Matara in January and February 

2024. 
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The Trust continued to conduct its regular monthly public lecture series, our flagship 

program, which draws a broad audience of members, academics, and the general public. 

These lectures were held at the Auditorium of the College of Surgeons of Sri Lanka, 

Colombo 7, in a hybrid format, enabling both in-person and online participation. 

 

The lectures in 2024 covered a remarkable range of topics reflecting the diversity of Sri 

Lanka’s cultural and natural heritage: 

 

January 2024 – (Dr. Roland Silva Memorial Lecture) 

“Story of Thrones and Crowns of Sinhale Royalty” by Prof. Nimal de Silva 

February 2024 – “Temple Paintings during Colonial Period” by Prof. Chandanie 

Wanigatunge 

March 2024 – “Intaglios: the rich heritage of Sri Lanka's movable cultural objects” by 

Luxshmanan Nadaraja 

April 2024 – “Ancient Glass Bottle Finds from Sri Lanka's Sea-bed” by Dr. Malik Fernando 

June 2024 – “Heritage Values of the City of Kandy from its residents' perspective” by Dr. 

Kapila D. Silva 

July 2024 – “Sri Lanka and the Silk Road of the Sea” by Dr. Sanjiva Wijesinha 

August 2024 – “The Building of a ‘New’ Identity: Mandapams of Jaffna Temples” by Prof. T. 

Sanathanan 

September 2024 – “Endemism & Extinction: The Hallmark of Island Biodiversity” by Prof. 

Sampath Seneviratne 

October 2024 – “The Prince Balaina (A son of VI Parakramabahu?) and his Clan in China 
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and Taiwan” by Prof. Gamini Ranasinghe 

November 2024 – (Prof. Senake Bandaranayake  Memorial Lecture)  

“The Grand Designs of Ancient Lanka – Delving into the technology arising from ancient 

texts and archaeological remains, with special reference to the Mahathupa” by Shereen 

Amendra 

 

These lectures, delivered by distinguished scholars and professionals, continued to attract 

significant audiences, both in person and online. They provided an invaluable forum for the 

dissemination of research and for engagement with Sri Lanka’s heritage. 

 

The Trust records its gratitude to all speakers for their generous contributions in an 

honorary capacity. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

The National Trust continued its important program of publishing high-quality books on 

subjects of cultural and natural heritage. 

 

The Textile Heritage of Sri Lanka by Greeta Van Geyzel was completed and printed during 

the year, while work continued on other titles, including Lighthouses of Sri Lanka, 

Irrigation Heritage, Furniture of Sri Lanka, and Coins of Sri Lanka. The Trustees also 

discussed reviving the Small Books Series to feature rare and specialized topics for 

documentation and posterity. 
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The Trustees place on record their appreciation to the members of the Scientific 

Committee,  authors, editors, designers, printers, and sponsors whose contributions make 

this publication program possible. 

 

TOURS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES 

The quarterly tour program, which resumed after a long hiatus, was successfully re-

launched with a heritage tour to Kurunegala led by Prof. D.P. Chandrasekara and Prof. S. 

Manawadu, which drew strong participation and positive feedback from members. We 

ended the year with plans underway for a southern heritage tour in January 2025, to be led 

by Prof. Nimal de Silva. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF DONATED PUBLICATIONS 

The Trust also facilitated the distribution of books donated by Mr. Ulrich von Schroeder, 

including Buddhist Sculptures of Sri Lanka, Bronze Sculptures of Sri Lanka, and Buddhist 

Statues in Tibet. The initiative, a brainchild of Archt. Ismeth Raheem, was managed under 

his supervision. The cost of shipping and clearing was met through donations from 

Trustees and selected individuals to whom a limited number of remaining copies were 

given. 

The Trustees wish to thank Mr. Schroeder for this valued contribution. 

 

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 

Financially, the Trust remained strong in 2024. A total income of Rs. 11,650,882 was 
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generated, against an expenditure of Rs. 6,677,717, resulting in a net surplus before tax of 

Rs. 4,973,165. 

 

The sources of income included membership fees, sale of publications, interest from fixed 

and savings deposits, and contributions from donors, sponsors, and well-wishers. 

 

On behalf of the Trustees, I wish to thank M/s Ernst & Young for auditing our accounts for 

2024, and to record our appreciation for their professional services rendered to the Trust 

over many years. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The National Trust gratefully acknowledges the continued support and collaboration of 

ICOMOS Sri Lanka, the Department of Archaeology, the Central Cultural Fund, the 

Department of National Museums, and the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology, which 

continued to host our office at 407, Bauddhaloka Mawatha, Colombo 7. 

 

As always, our achievements are the result of the teamwork, dedication, and enthusiasm of 

the Trustees, Management Committee members, Scientific Committee, and the Office 

Manager, Ms. Zeena Perera, whose efficient coordination enabled smooth operation of the 

Trust’s programs throughout the year. 

 

Our sincere thanks are extended to all members, sponsors, and well-wishers whose 

generosity sustains the Trust’s work in preserving and promoting Sri Lanka’s cultural and 
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natural heritage. 

 

With confidence in our plans for the coming year, I am happy to conclude that 2024 has 

been a productive and consolidating year for The National Trust Sri Lanka. 

 

Dr. Vijith Kannangara 

Secretary General 

28th October 2025 
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The National Trust—Sri Lanka 

 

OFFICE BEARERS – YEAR 2025/2026 

 

 

PRESIDENT DR. SARALA FERNANDO 

HONORARY PRESIDENT DR. K. KANAG-ISVARAN PC 

HONORARY PRESIDENT MR. N.G. WICKREMERATNE 

HONORARY PRESIDENT ARCHT. ISMETH RAHEEM 

VICE PRESIDENT PROF. D.P. CHANDRASEKARA 

SECRETARY GENERAL           DR. VIJITH KANNANGARA 

ASST. SECRETARY GENERAL  PROF. ENOKA COREA 

 

 

TRUSTEES 

ARCHT. DR. NILAN COORAY  

DR. KAVAN RATNATUNGA 

MS. AYOMI ALUWIHARE 

MR. DHAMMIKA SIRIWARDENE 

MR. LAKSHMANAN NADARAJA 

PROF P.B. MANDAWALA 

PROF. SAMITHA MANAWADU 

 

 

Dr. Vijith Kannangara 

Secretary General 

30th October 2025 

 


